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26. Ms. Gohar Shahnazaryan, Women’s Resource Center Co-Founder
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_________________________________________________________

1. Opening by the GTG Chair Board (UNFPA, OSCE & MLSI)

Mr. Carel Hofstra, Deputy Head of the OSCE Office in Yerevan opened the meeting, welcomed the participants and presented Ms. Doris Vogl, Democratization Programme Officer at the OSCE Office in Yerevan, who joined the Office recently. He thanked UN for cooperation, expressed interest in MLSI work in the field, stressed that gender is always in focus of the OSCE and passed the floor to Ms. Armine Tanashyan, Head of Division of Women Issues of the Family, Women and Children Department in the MLSI of RA. 

Ms. Armine Tanashyan welcomed the participants on behalf of Mr. Filaret Berikyan, Deputy Minister of the MLSI of RA and thanked for the suggestion of inviting the Ministry to co-chair the GTG. She expressed Mr. Berikyan’s regret for not being present, as he went by the Minister’s decree to Jermuk for urgent matters. She informed that the MLSI had for several years on mind to create mechanisms where the international community would be involved in various issues of social policy apart from the gender issue.  The establishment of the GTG helps them to realize this idea. Ms. Tanashyan stressed that the last 10 years of work on gender issues were crucial for Armenia. A first Gender Policy Concept Paper has been approved by the Government of Armenia in February 2010. After participation in the Conference Beijing 15 in New York a Gender Policy was drafted in the frame of the Strategic Program 2011-2015 together with the 2011 Gender Action Plan. In addition, two draft laws have been elaborated on Equal Rights and Equal Opportunities of Men and Women in Armenia and on Domestic Violence.

2. Formal approval of the final Terms of Reference of the Gender Theme Group on non-objection basis, invitation of Government as a co-chair, introduction of new members
Mr. Garik Hayrapetyan, UNFPA Assistant Representative wrapped up the introductory part and presented the activities following to the 1st GTG meeting. He introduced 3 new members who expressed interest in being GTG members – Mr. Timothy Straight, Consul of Norway and Finland, Ms. Anne Rosenstiehl from the French Embassy and Ms. Irina Gasparyan from EBRD. He also welcomed the participation of the USAID expert, Caterine Cozzarelli in the GTG meeting.

Thereafter, Mr. Hayrapetyan confirmed the approval of the final Terms of Reference of Gender Theme Group on non-objection basis and reiterated that MLSI has been invited to be co-chair of GTG. He also informed that a new UN website is under construction and that the GTG would have a separate section on this new website containing regularly updated information. As a temporary solution www.genderbasedviolence.am web-site is used.
3. Presentation of matrix of the GTG members activities 

Ms. Vogl presented briefly the matrix of the GTG members’ activities, spoke about the purpose of the matrix and highlighted that the GTG is a highly inclusive platform, where members with no ongoing projects focusing on Gender Equality are also welcome. She informed the Group that by 26 October only 35 GTG members have entered their profiles into the matrix. She identified main areas of GTG member activities and indicated the organizations involved in various areas. The matrix will be published on the website after its finalization.
4. Presentation of National Strategic Program of 2011-2015 Gender Policy of RA  
Following the presentation of the matrix of the GTG members’ activities, Ms. Tanashyan made a comprehensive presentation of Strategic Program of 2011-2015 Gender Policy. At first she presented the Gender Policy Concept Paper, its main directions and stated that as a follow up the draft decision has been submitted to the Government as regards the Strategic Program of the 2011-2015 Gender Policy and the 2011 Action Plan of Gender Policy. She explained the content and format of the documents and mentioned that some activities would be covered by 2011 State Budget. The Ministry of Finance has already reviewed the draft 2011 Action Plan. Ms. Tanashyan added that several activities in the Action Plan will be supported by international funding and expressed her gratitude that some of those activities have been already included in the draft GTG Work Plan 2010-2011.
5. Presentation, discussion and approval of the draft GTG Work Plan 2010-2011
Ms. Ghazaryan presented the draft GTG Work Plan for 2010-2011, containing a detailed time frame, main areas and activities; the presentation was followed by a discussion. The National Strategic Program 2011-2015 together with the 2011 Action Plan of the Gender Policy, the 2005 Resource Guide for Gender Theme Groups developed by UNIFEM, UNFPA, UNDP, UNICEF, DAW, as well as GTG member profiles and their plans for 2010-2011 have been taken into account for the drafting of the existing GTG Work Plan. The plan identifies 4 main areas, which are as follows:
1. Capacity Development 

2. Knowledge Sharing and Data Repository

3. Support to implementation of the Strategy of Gender Policy (2011-2015) and Action Plan for 2011

4. Advocacy/Awareness Raising.

Mrs. Jina Sargisova presented briefly the 16 Days activities in the frame of the “Activism against Gender Violence Campaign”, to be conducted in Armenia from November 25 till December 10, 2010, called for cooperation and asked all members to send their planned activities for Nov-Dec 2010 to “Combating Gender-Based Violence in the South Caucasus” project/UNFPA for inclusion in the campaign calendar. 
6. Presentation of gender and GBV media coverage and discussions

Ms. Tamara Hovnatanyan from ProMedia-Gender NGO presented two surveys on gender and GBV coverage in the media in the RoA, supported by UNFPA. Both surveys (short summaries in English and Armenian) will be published online on www.genderbasedviolence.am web-site. 
7. Viewpoints voiced at the GTG meeting

Major suggestions and comments put forward at the GTG meeting:

· It is necessary to pay more attention on monitoring and evaluation mechanisms of the 2011 Action Plan and particularly to revise the M&E indicators ensuring that the indicators are operational and precise.

· MFA is currently working on an interim report which will be sent to CEDAW Committee and it can be presented during the next GTG meeting.

·  It was suggested by the ILO to pay attention and invite the ILO Social Partners - Republican Union of Employers of Armenia and Confederation of Trade Unions of Armenia. 

· To add a final mandatory activity for each NAP - i.e. conduct an independent evaluation of the NAP implementation and develop a report including recommendations and lessons learned. Include a visual progress report. 

· To include all international conventions/tools (adopted/ratified) and national (relevant) legislation in the gender briefing kit. 
· To document in written form what/who is the national machinery and how to strengthen it.

· GBV activities are not included in the 2011 Action Plan, as the National Action Plan to Combat GBV (2011-2014) will be developed.

· To introduce a draft Action Plan on GBV at the next GTG meeting.

· To create a small GTG member group to conduct monitoring in Yerevan municipality to assess the working performance of gender focal points, thus assisting the MLSI in improving coordination mechanisms.

· USAID/NOVA 2 project briefly presented their activities, focusing on the health and education perspective; this year’s focus was on men’s involvement to promote gender equality.

· There is an urgent need to object to the current draft law on Temporary Incapacity Benefits, as some clauses contain gender related discrimination. 

· The draft Work Plan would be further elaborated and sent to the GTG members who are kindly asked to inform in written form in which areas/activities they are planning their contributions (both human and financial).

8. Closing Remarks
Mr. Hayrapetyan thanked the participants of the meeting and summed up the results of the meeting.The next meeting of the GTG has been scheduled for mid-December 2010. 

Prepared by OSCE, GTG co-chair 

08.11.2010

