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220 East 42nd Street, 23rd floor 
New York, NY 10017 U.S.A. 
Tel: +1 (212) 297-5020 
www.unfpa.org  

  

UNFPA WORLDWIDE - UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, is an international 
development agency that promotes the right of every woman, man and child to enjoy a life of 
health and equal opportunity. UNFPA supports countries in using population data for policies and 
programs to reduce poverty and to ensure that every pregnancy is wanted, every birth is safe, 
every young person is free of HIV/AIDS, and every girl and woman is treated with dignity and 
respect. 

UNFPA helps governments at their request to formulate policies and strategies to reduce poverty 
and support sustainable development. The Fund also assists countries to collect and analyze 
population data that can help them understand population trends. And it encourages governments 
to take into account the needs of future generations, as well as those alive today.  
 
The close links between development and reproductive health and gender equality and the other 
main areas of UNFPA's work were affirmed at the 1994 International Conference on Population 
and Development (ICPD) in Cairo. UNFPA is guided in its work by the Programme of Action 
adopted there. 
 
In the international arena among other actors working on gender based violence issues, UNFPA 
has gained a worldwide recognition as a UN agency which has been in the forefront of advocating 
for women, promoting legal and policy reforms and sex-disaggregated data collection, and 
supporting projects that improve women's health and expand their choices in life.   
UNFPA—because everyone counts 

UNFPA in Armenia - UNFPA established its office in Armenia in February 1999. However, it 
has been assisting the country since 1995 within the framework of the National RH Programme. 
The implementation of the first Country Programme recently started (2005-2009). 

In Armenia UNFPA has been helping to improve reproductive health, especially supporting efforts 
to meet the needs of young people. The gender perspective has been a key feature in all UNFPA 
projects related with reproductive health and young people. UNFPA has also supported the 
country in collection, use and dissemination of data. 

Ongoing projects: 

→ STRENGTHENING SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH  
→ POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES  
→ REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH INITIATIVE FOR YOUTH IN THE SOUTH CAUCASUS 
→ COMBATING GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE  IN THE SOUTH CAUCASUS  

  
UNFPA CO Address  

14 P. Adamyan Street, UN House 
YEREVAN 0010, ARMENIA 

TEL.: +374 10 54 34 17 
E-mail: hayrapetyan@unfpa.orghayrapetyan@unfpa.org    

UURRLL:: http://www.unfpa.org.tr/armenia/index.htmhttp://www.unfpa.org.tr/armenia/index.htm
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GGEENNDDEERR  BBAASSEEDD  VVIIOOLLEENNCCEE::  AA  GGLLOOBBAALL  IISSSSUUEE  OOFF  
CCOONNCCEERRNN  

Today, gender-based violence is becoming increasingly recognized as one of the most vivid forms of 
the human rights violation which occurs almost in every society worldwide.  
 
Although there is no universally adopted definition for GBV, it can be defined broadly as any act of 
physical, sexual, psychological and economic violence perpetuated on the ground of sex.  
 
Across the world, in countries rich and poor, women are being beaten, trafficked, raped and killed. 
These human rights violations do more than harm individuals; they undermine the development, peace 
and security of entire societies. 
 
We do not know the true number of victims, but we do know that there are far more crimes than ever 
get reported, and far fewer leads to arrests. In too many places, rape still carries a stigma that forces 
women to avoid the courts that should exist to protect them. In some countries, victims are brutalized 
twice: first during the crime itself, and then by the justice system, where they may face trumped-up 
charges of “adultery” and the possibility of subsequent punishment. Even when perpetrators are 
identified, they often go unpunished, especially if they are working in the police or military.  

 
Gender based violence might impede even the most vigorous efforts targeting sustainable 
development and become an obstacle to building healthy and prosperous societies with the 
democratic values based on the respect towards and protection of human rights, including women’s 
rights. 

 
The issue of the importance of combating GBV and removing gender inequalities and inequities on a 
global scale has been reflected in the provisions and articles of a number of international documents. 
Among these the most prominent are: 
 
√ The UN Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (1979) 
√ The UN Declaration on Elimination of Violence against Women (1993) 
√ International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) Programme of Action (1994) 
√ Beijing Platform of Action (1995) 
√ UN Security Council Resolution 1325 (2000) 
√ Millennium Development Declaration and Goals (2000) 

 
At the national level, more and more countries are meeting their obligations to protect women through 
comprehensive legislation, better services for victims, stronger partnerships and increased efforts to 
engage men and boys in addressing the problem. 

  
This progress is welcome, but there are still gaps. We need to do more to  create and enforce laws, we 
need to increase a number of services for victims and survivors, we need to combat attitudes and 
behaviour that tolerate, excuse or ignore gender-based violence. UNFPA is determined to strengthen 
these efforts, including through regional projects, which aim to raise public awareness, increase 
political will and resources and create a supportive environment to make success on existing policy 
commitments. 

“It is time to focus on the concrete actions that all of us can and must take to prevent and eliminate this 
scourge…It is time to break through the walls of silence, and make legal norms a reality in women’s 

lives.” 
- Ban Ki-moon, United Nations Secretary-General 

 
"If women and girls, and communities as a whole, are threatened by gender-based violence, then there is 

no real chance for peace and security. » 
- Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, UNFPA Executive Director 
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CCOOMMBBAATTIINNGG  GGEENNDDEERR--BBAASSEEDD  VVIIOOLLEENNCCEE  IINN  TTHHEE  SSOOUUTTHH  
CCAAUUCCAASSUUSS  PPRROOJJEECCTT    

  
UNFPA has on several occasions been asked by governments and NGO partners in Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and Georgia to help establish better national responses to combat Gender-based 
violence.  
 
Based on the need to urgently respond to the requests for assistance as well as many common 
Institutional and cultural constraints that women are facing in the South Caucasus UNFPA has 
developed an inter-country project to combat gender-based violence, which is based on 
information collected in 83 meetings with 107 organizations in Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia,  
as well as more than 120 different sources (literature, grey materials and internet files on or 
related to gender based violence in the three countries). The project has country specific windows, 
which allow taking into account the realities in each country. It also facilitates exchange of 
experiences between the three countries in order to promote learning and mutual understanding. 
Overall the project aims at promoting women’s rights, supporting development of human capital, 
establishing a basis for democratic governance in the region and initiating inter-country 
collaboration in the problem area.  
 
““CCoommbbaattiinngg  GGeennddeerr--BBaasseedd  VViioolleennccee  iinn  tthhee  SSoouutthh  CCaauuccaassuuss”” project was launched in April of 
2008.  The main goal of this three-year project is to create enabling environment for reduction of 
gender based violence in Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia and support the countries in fulfilling 
their international obligations in the field. 
 
Combating GBV in the South Caucasus is the first regional project on gender based violence 
which works on both policy making and grass-roots level to ensure participation of women’s 
organizations and NGOs throughout the course of the project implementation, monitoring and 
evaluation.  
The project will complement to the UNDP-Norway Caucasus strategy on democratic governance 
and will build on the existing expertise and experiences in the field through promotion of synergies 
with other international actors. 
 
The project strives to empower women through: 
 

 Adoption of gender sensitive legislation, programmes, plans and services; 
 Providing basic knowledge to and increasing awareness on gender based violence 

among the target groups of policy makers, educators and the population at large; 
 Building networks and strengthening partnerships between multiple actors on the 

local and regional levels; 
 Increasing capacity of the national gender machineries to effectively address gender 

based violence issues in the region, and 
 Advancing knowledge of the professionals in the field including police workers and 

prosecutors, social agents and health workers, statisticians and other actors involved.  
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PPRROOJJEECCTT  
OOUUTTPPUUTTSS  aanndd  AACCTTIIVVIITTIIEESS  

 
Output 1: Qualitative and quantitative research conducted on the causes and 
consequences of gender based violence (particularly domestic violence) to be used in 
awareness raising activities and as a basis for the formulation of appropriate national 
policies and strategies to combat gender based violence. 
 
Activity 1.1 Country wide surveys  
Activity 1.2 Focused and specialized surveys and studies 
 
Output 2: Increased awareness and improved knowledge among public (women, men and 
youth) on gender issues, rights and equality to combat gender based violence. 
 
Activity 2.1 Countrywide General Public Campaigns (whole population) 
Activity 2.2 Target Group Education/Information Meetings (youth, women, men) 
Activity 2.3 Victim Information Meetings  
Activity 2.4 Workshops and roundtable discussions for Journalists and Media 
Activity 2.5 Advocacy meetings and visits targeting MPs and policy makers  
 
Output 3: Improved enabling environment (plan, programs, policies and laws) to promote 
and protect rights of women and girls and combat gender based violence particularly 
domestic violence. 
 
Activity 3.1: Assessment of existing legislation and drafting of bills on GBV. 
 
Activity 3.2: Supporting relevant institutions and monitoring bodies to produce national policies and 
action plans on GBV. 
 
Output 4: Capacity strengthened at both national and local levels for protecting and 
enforcing the rights of women and building reporting mechanisms.  
 
Activity 4.1: Training of professional staff in national machinery on gender and GBV issues.  
Activity 4.2: Training of service staff (Health Care personnel, Law enforcement, NGO’s) in 
institutions encountering/working with GBV problems. 
Activity 4.3: Development of guidelines and models for preventive, protective and rehabilitative 
services for victims and potential victims of DV. 
Activity 4.4: Supporting building gender statistics at NSI, police and health facilities units to 
develop data and statistics on GBV. 
 
Output 5: Established mechanisms for coordination, monitoring and cooperation between 
all actors working on gender issues and creating inter-country networks among agencies 
working on GBV.  
 
Activity 5.1: Establishment of a new coordination, monitoring and advisory mechanism at the 
country level among actors (government authorities and NGOs) working on GBV.  
Activity 5.2: Supporting inter-country networks agencies working on GBV to share best practices, 
lessons learned and experiences.     
 
The project is funded by Government of Norway and UNFPA. 
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CCHHAAPPTTEERR  11  

  
  NNAATTIIOONN--WWIIDDEE  SSUURRVVEEYY    

OONN  DDOOMMEESSTTIICC    VVIIOOLLEENNCCEE  AAGGAAIINNSSTT  WWOOMMEENN  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OOuuttppuutt    
Qualitative and quantitative 
research conducted on the 

causes and consequences of 
gender based violence 

(particularly domestic violence) to 
be used in awareness raising 

activities and as a basis for the 
formulation of appropriate 

national policies and strategies to 
combat gender based violence. 

AAccttiivviittyy  eennvviissiioonneedd  ffoorr  22000088  
  
  

Country wide survey on 
domestic violence 

against women 

IInnddiiccaattoorrss  aass  ppeerr  pprroojjeecctt  ddooccuummeenntt  
  

Indicator 1.1: # of Households visited 
 
Indicator 1.2 # of persons interviewed to establish the national 
database on violence 

RReessuullttss  
 

→ 4720 households visited 
o Yerevan  -1440 
o Other urban  -1280 
o Rural  - 2000 

→ 2763 women interviewed  
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Eligible women response rate2 (excluding 
partly completed)  % 

98.2  97.3  98.8  98.2  

Overall response rate3% 88.7  88.2  94.7  90.9  

  

Data Entry 

The objective of data entry is to convert information from paper questionnaires into intermediate 

products (machine-readable files) which must be further refined by means of programme editing 

and clerical processes to obtain “clean” database as a final product. Software used for data entry 

was Microsoft Access. There were some important requirements that contributed to that: the data 

entry screen looked very much like the corresponding pages of the questionnaire thus the operator 

was able to find from the questionnaire the corresponding field on the screen very quickly.  The 

data entry module had a variable validity control, where the operator immediately received an error 

message when an invalid value was entered.  All the collected data were converted into an SPSS 

format. 

Data Analysis and National Report  

After the field work and data entry was finished, the UNFPA CGBV established a group of 
national experts for received data analysis. The members of the Group were  

experts/representatives of the RoA Ministry of Labour and Social issues,  RoA Ministry of Health,  

RoA Police Department, NGO and academic community.  

 The country report was prepared in accordance with the following outline:  
Front Matters 

 Preface 
 Foreword 
 Acknowledgements 
 Executive Summary 

Methodology 
 Indicator definitions  
 Development of the questionnaire  
 Questionnaire structure  
 Country adaptation and translation of the 

questionnaire  

Methodology 
 Sample design  
 Ethical and safety considerations  
 Data entry and data analysis  
 Response rates  

 
List of Tables 
List of Figures 
List of Abbreviations 
References  
Chapter 1: Introduction 

√ Background to the Study:  
√ Overview (Gender-based violence in Armenia, De jure and de facto gender equality, Statistical snapshot) 

                                                 
2 Respondents interviewed/eligible respondents (EWRR) 
3 The overall response rate is calculated as ORR=HRR*EWRR/100 
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√ Study objectives and research questions 
√ Organization of the Study 

Methodology (Definitions, Development of the questionnaire, Questionnaire structure, Country adaptation and 
translation of the questionnaire, Sample design, Ethical and safety considerations, Data entry and data analysis, 
Response rates) 
Chapter 2. Prevalence of violence by intimate 
partners  
√ Domestic violence 
√ Psychological/emotional violence 
√ Physical violence  
√ Sexual violence  
√ Physical and sexual violence 
√ Putative reasons for intimate partner violence 
 

 
 
√ Violent incidents and forced sex 
√ Violent incidents and presence of children 
√ Violence and controlling behaviour 
√ Attitudes towards violence  
√ Perceptions of sexual autonomy 
√ Women’s violence against men 
√ Women’s empowerment and violence 

Chapter 3. Prevalence of violence by perpetrators 
other than intimate partners since the age of 15 years 
 

√ Physical mistreatment by non-partners since the age 
of 15 years  

√ Sexual abuse by non-partners since the age of 15 
years  

√ Consequences of physical and/or sexual violence by 
non-partners or threats of such violence 

√ Prevalence of intimate partner vs. non-partner 
violence 

 
Chapter 4. Prevalence of sexual abuse in childhood 
and forced first sexual experience 
 

√ Sexual abuse before the age of 15 
√ Forced first sex 
√ Perpetrator profile 
 

Chapter 5. Association between violence by intimate 
partners and women’s physical and mental health 
 

√ Women’s self-reported health and incidence of 
violence  

√ Prevalence of at-risk behaviour 
√ Injuries caused by physical violence by an intimate 

partner  
√ Mental health, emotional distress and intimate 

partner violence  
√ Impact of controlling behaviour 
 

Chapter 6. Associations between violence by intimate 
partners and women’s sexual and reproductive 
health 
 

√ Pregnancy, parity and violence 
√ Intimate partner violence and miscarriages, stillbirths 

and induced abortions  
√ Intimate partner violence and use of antenatal and 

postnatal care services 
√ STI risk, contraception use prevalence and partner’s 

attitude 
√ Impact of controlling behaviour 
 

Chapter 7. Women’s coping strategies and responses 
to physical violence by intimate partners 
 

√ Response to violence: fighting back and its 
consequences 

√ Response to violence: speaking out and seeking help 
from individuals and institutions 

√ Reasons for seeking or not seeking help 
√ Reasons for leaving permanently or temporarily a 

violent relationship or for staying 
 

Chapter 8. Summary of findings, conclusions, and areas for further research 
 

Annexes 
√ Country research team members/Persons involved 
√ Survey Questionnaire 
√ Additional Tables 
 
 
The report will be published and presented to decision-makers, international community and public 
at large in 2009. 
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CCHHAAPPTTEERR  22  
  

AAWWAARREENNEESSSS  RRAAIISSIINNGG  
OONN    GGEENNDDEERR--BBAASSEEDD  VVIIOOLLEENNCCEE  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OOuuttppuutt    
  

Increased awareness and 
improved knowledge among 

public (women, men and youth) 
on gender issues, rights and 

equality to combat gender based 
violence. 

AAccttiivviittiieess  eennvviissiioonneedd  ffoorr  22000088  
  

→ Countrywide General 
Public Campaigns 
(whole population) 

→ Target Group 
Education/Information 
Meetings (youth, 
women, men) 

 

IInnddiiccaattoorrss  aass  ppeerr  pprroojjeecctt  ddooccuummeenntt  
  

Indicator 2.1:  # of campaigns carried out; # of TV and radio spots 
aired. # of news pressed.  
 
Indicator 2.2: # of trainers trained; # of women/men/young people 
participated in awareness raising events 

RReessuullttss  
 

→ “16 Days of Activism against Gender Based Violence” campaign carried 
out; a PSA on domestic Violence shot and aired on 35 TV channels; a 
special issue of the thematic newsletter “Women and Politics” published 
(5000 copies); more than 20 articles in printed and electronic media 
published; 2000 copies of fact-sheets on GBV printed and disseminated, 
a special publication (journal) on “16 days of Activism Against Gender 
Violence Campaign/ Armenia, 2008” printed (200 copies in English and 
Armenian). 

→ 60 trainers trained on gender and GBV topics 
→  A 100 pages training manual developed 
→ More than 600 women/men/young people participated in awareness 

raising events
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PPrroojjeecctt  LLaauunncchhiinngg  
  
On 16 May UNFPA Armenia officially launched the “Combating Gender Based Violence (GBV) in 

the South Caucasus” project. The event was opened with the welcoming speeches of Ms. 

Consuelo Vidal Bruce, UN Resident Representative, Mr. Arayik Petrosyan, First Deputy Minister of 

Labor and Social Issues of the Republic of Armenia and Mr. Garik Hayrapetyan, UNFPA Assistant 

Representative. Speakers stressed the importance of addressing gender based violence in 

Armenia and joining efforts of the local and international communities working in this field. As a 

round-up of the event CGBV National Project Coordinator Ms. Jina Sargizova presented the 

project goal, objectives and planned activities as well as answered questions.    
 

   
 
The launching ceremony was attended by the representatives of international donor community, 

international and local NGOs, Government authorities working in the field of women’s rights and 

gender issues and Mass Media. The latter are designated as the strategic partners of the project. 

The partnership will contribute to the implementation of the project activities through establishing 

cooperation and synergies and promoting exchange of the best practices and experiences in the 

field.  

 

Mass  Media  Coverage  of  the  Project  Launching:  Mass Media Coverage of the Project Launching: The start of the project was widely announced 

through local Mass Media outlets and covered by News programmes on public and private TV 

channels and in local newspapers.  

 

On May 27, 2008 H1 Public TV aired its regular “Good Morning,  Armenia” programme with the 

participation of  Mr. Garik Hayrapetyan, UNFPA Assistant Representative and Ms. Jina Sargizova, 

CGBV National Project Coordinator.  

 

The participants focused on the importance of addressing GBV issues in the country and stressed 

the role of UNFPA in this field by presenting “Combating Gender Based Violence in The South 



Caucasus” project aiming at creation of enabling environment for reduction of gender based 

violence in Armenia and to support the country in fulfilling its international obligations in the field. 

Further on, UNFPA representatives presented project main components, as follows:  

 

 Adoption of gender sensitive legislation, programmes, plans and services; 
 

 Provision of basic knowledge 
and increasing awareness on 
gender-based violence among 
the target groups of policy 
makers, educators and the 
population at large; 

 
 Building networks and 

strengthening partnerships 
between multiple actors on 
the local and regional levels; 

 
 Increasing capacity of the 

national gender machineries 
to effectively address gender 
based violence issues in the 
region, and 

 
 Advancing knowledge of the 

professionals in the field, 
including police workers and 
prosecutors, social agents and health workers, statisticians and other actors involved. 

 

In conclusion, it was mentioned that the main components of the project will be implemented in 

cooperation with the state, international and national organizations working in this field. 
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GGeennddeerr--bbaasseedd  VViioolleennccee  iinn  tthhee  CCoonntteexxtt  ooff  tthhee  WWoorrlldd  PPooppuullaattiioonn  DDaayy  
  

 
  

  
  

 

 

 

These were honest and hearty thoughts shared by one of the Armenian families participated in 

“My Happy Family” photo & story contest organized by UNFPA/Armenia to mark the World 

Population Day 2008. The theme of 2008 World Population Day was “It’s a right, let’s make it 
real”, a slogan which reflected the basic rights of women and men and the rights of individuals to 

 
From left to right: Mr. Garik Hayrapetyan, UNFPA Assistant Representative, 

Ms. Jina Sargizova, CGBV National Project Coordinator and Mr. Mesrop 
Arakelyan, host of   “Good morning, Armenia” TV programme 

“…I can tell from my own experience that women are masters to create, 
keep and regain the happiness. I feel it every minute in my family. ... 

May be man shaking strong fist is efficient, but I prefer kissing 
hands that are ready to join together for 

  HIS EXCELLENCY HAPPINESS OF THE FAMILY...” 
 

Davit Vardazaryan 



determine freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of the children in family. The CGBV 

project team decided to take advantage of this opportunity once again to raise the issue of gender- 

based violence and to discuss the ways to combat the phenomena.  

 

More than 50 Armenian families participated in photo & story contest, which aimed at 

demonstrating how the family happiness is pursued and expressed by the participants through the 

art of photography and thematic stories. The presented materials depicted different images of 

Armenian families and different stories behind.  

 
Yet, while each family shared a different and 

unique vision of happiness, be that through 

posted photos, or through sincere and 

emotional creative writings on the topic, all 

of them drew on a common conclusion that 

the right to decide the number of children, to 

plan the family and the future, as well as 

gender equality are the pillars of love, harmony, and happiness of every single family. 
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TTVV  PPuubblliicc  DDeebbaattee  oonn  HHeeaalltthhyy  FFaammiillyy  IIssssuueess::  A particular issue of the prominent analytical TV 

debate programme “The 5th Wheel” (RoA Public Television), was organized by the UNFPA 

initiative to focus on the problems related to family planning and reproductive health, ranging from 

demographic situation in the country, challenges and reforms of the health sector to the 

reproductive rights and education.  

The invited participants of the programme were: 

 

- Mr. Razmik Abrahamyan, Head of the Institute of Perinatology, Obstetrics and 

Gynecology/ corresponding-member of the RoA Academy of Sciences, 

- Ms. Lena Hayrapetyan, representative of the RoA Ministry of Labor and Social 

Issues/Family, women and children department, 

- Mr. Alexander Ter-Hovakimyan, President of Scientific Association of Medical 

Students of Armenia  NGO (SAMSA), 

- Ms. Jina Sargizova, UNFPA/CGBV National Project Coordinator. 

 

“…I think every family can rejoice in happiness if its 
every single member earnestly respects parents and 
understands his/her moral responsibility for deeds in 
front of the entire society. I am proud to say that we 
do have a healthy family environment and we are 
bringing up our children based on the above 
mentioned values.”  
 

Artyom and Olympia Geghamyan 



Mr. Abrahamyan talked about the 

importance of family planning as an 

effective tool to improve maternal health 

and to reduce maternal and child 

mortality as well as presented 

international experience in the field, Ms. 

Hayrapetyan continued the topic  by 

providing information on the activities 

carried out by the RoA Government in 

the fields of the child’s rights protection 

and social assistance to Armenian 

families.  

 

Mr. Ter-Hovakimyan further developed 

the discussion by presenting threats of HIV/AIDS, smoking and drinking which can dramatically 

impact on the health of families and also supported the thesis of the necessity to carry out work 

with the groups of young people to raise awareness on the mentioned issues.  

 

Ms. Sargizova presented UNFPA activities in the field, as well as raised the issue of gender based 

violence as one of the main threats to the modern Armenian families which has far reaching 

negative effects on the physical and mental health of all family members where GBV takes place. 

Concluding the debate, the participants expressed  join opinion of the importance of improving 

services in the field of reproductive health, promoting equal rights and equal opportunities of 

women and men and combating gender-based violence to secure health and wellbeing of each 

Armenian family. 
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CCGGBBVV  CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  aanndd  AAddvvooccaaccyy  SSttrraatteeggyy  
 
 
Initiated by the UNFPA CGBV Armenian team “Project’s Advocacy and Communication Strategy “ 

is one of the undertakings  to contribute to the effective implementation of the project in Armenia, 

as well as  to make the existence of GBV as much known and acknowledged as possible.   

 

It was designed to serve as guidelines for the project while carrying out activities targeting 

awareness raising on gender based violence among public in general and the key target 

groups in particular to contribute to creating enabling environment for gender based 

violence reduction in Armenia.       
 

 
       

The 5th Wheel: Debate participants around the symbolic 
wheel 
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The structure of the advocacy and communication strategy was designed in a way to ensure the 

logical sequence and linkage between its components:  

 

 Introductory section - the overview of the existing situation with GBV in Armenia and its 

socio-economic and political implications for the society which concluded with the importance 

of elaborating and implementing targeted advocacy and communication strategy based on the 

local context while accounting for the existing cultural and social norms.  (Subsections: 

background, baseline) 

 

 Strategic Goal and objectives - focuses on review of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities 

and threats of the project. It also outlines the goal and objectives of advocacy and 

communication strategy based on the conducted analysis. (Subsections: Strategic Goal, 

SWOT analysis, strategic objectives) 

 

 Core strategy and annual work plan for 2008 - starts with review of the target audiences, 

strategic messages to be delivered to them and communication channels and tools to be used, 

It concludes with Annual Work Plan with the list of activities, responsible persons, timetable 

and budget per activities envisioned. 

 

 Final section - explores possible risks and identifies deliberate entry-points for future 

activities. 

 

Below is the list of activities and results achieved at the end of the year. 

 
 

ADVOCACY  AND  COMMUNICATION  STRATEGYADVOCACY AND COMMUNICATION STRATEGY  
  AANNNNUUAALL  WWOORRKK  PP  LLAANN    22000088  

((AAuugguusstt  ––  DDeecceemmbbeerr  ))  
 

PLANNED 
ACTIVITIES 

INDICATORS / SOURCES RESULTS 

Education/Information 
meetings for women, 

men, and youth

 
Indicator: 56 trainers trained;  

Sources: Training registry; 

 

  
→ 12  + 48 educators trained 

 
Project outreach 
activities: Design, 

printing and distribution 
of knowledge and info. 
Materials (fact sheets, 

press releases, 
success stories, project 

 
Indicators: 
- Fact sheet on GBV and project 

activities;  
- N of press releases issued; 
- N of success stories developed; 
- N of info pieces in print  media; 
- N of thematic TV programs on 

 
→ Fact sheet on GBV and project 

activities designed  
→ 125 copies of FSH printed 
→ 4 press releases issued 
→ 1 success story developed 
→ 20 pieces of Info pressed 
→ 15 TV programs aired 
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PLANNED 
ACTIVITIES 

INDICATORS / SOURCES RESULTS 

promo materials), Mass 
Media coverage 

 

gender and GBV aired;  

 
*Campaign (tied to the 
”16 Days of activism 

against gender 
violence” ) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Indicators:  
- 1 video on gender and GBV shot 

and broadcasted on TV channels; 
- 1 thematic newspaper published 

and distributed among  population 
at large; 

- N of articles published 
- N of TV airings 
 
 
 

 
→ 1 PSA on GBV shot and 

broadcasted on National TV and 
35 regional  TV channels 

→ 5000  copies of  “Women and 
politics” newsletter developed, 
published and distributed among 
population 

→ 2 TV talk-shows  aired 
→ 1500 info leaflets on GBV and 16 

days printed and distributed 
among population 

→ 1000 bookmarks  on GBV  and 
16 days developed and 
distributed 

 

 
Creation and 

maintenance of e-
library, stakeholder 

database and e-
distribution of materials 

of common interest 
 

 
Indicators:  
- N of materials in e-library; 
- N of registered organizations; 
- N of e-mail addresses reached; 

 
→ 75 e-materials in the  library 
→ 30 NGOs 
→ 300 e-mail addresses 

 
“Project chronicles” 

electronic  bi-monthly 
newsletter on CGBV 
project achievements 

 

 
Indicators:  
- N of issues released; 
- N of e-mail addresses reached; 

 
→ 2 regular issues  
→ 1 special issue  dedicated to the 

16 days campaign in Armenia 
→ 1 issue published 

 
* Funding sources for the implementation of the campaign were raised from UNFPA, other UN agencies, international 

organizations and local businesses. 

 

““PPrroojjeecctt  CChhrroonniicclleess””  EElleeccttrroonniicc  NNeewwsslleetttteerr 
 
One of the outcomes of the CGBV communication strategy became the “Project chronicles” 

electronic bi-monthly newsletter initiated by the Armenian team of the UNFPA CGBV project.  

 

The Newsletter provides up-to-date information on the project activities and other events 

implemented by the project team and partners in Armenia.  

 

It covers major activities in the field of combating gender-based violence in the country, including 

ongoing and completed researches, studies, surveys, awareness raising, knowledge and 

experience sharing events (trainings and workshops), conferences, roundtables and many other 



initiatives in the field, which involve CGBV project participation. The newsletter is produced in 

Armenian and English and widely disseminated among different stakeholders including: 

government structures,  international and foreign organizations working in the area, NGOs, CBOs 

and mass media, as well as  community activists and interested individuals. Hard copies of the 

Newsletter are distributed among government officials, and available at the CGBV Armenia office. 

 

The first issue of the “Project Chronicles” electronic newsletter 

was designed in August 2008. It provided information on the 

project goal and objectives, as well as activities and events that 

the project was part of since the initial date of the project 

launching till the end of August, 2008.  

 
First issue of the “Project chronicles” newsletter comprised the 

following: 

 

 

 
• “New Regional Initiative Launched by UNFPA”,  

• “Mass Media Coverage of the Project Launching”,  

• “My Happy Family” Photo Contest and Exhibition”, 

• “TV Public Debate on Healthy Family Issues”,  

• Training of Educators Started,  

• Nationwide Research on Gender-Based Violence Underway.  
 
 
The second issue of the newsletter covering activities undertaken during September and October 

was issued in late October 2008.  

  

The information presented was as follows: 

 

• “Workshop For Statisticians on Gender And Gender-Based 
Violence”,  

• “Creating Pool of Trainers: Preparing Grounds For 
Educative Work on CGBV”,  

• “A Lecture on GBV at the Armenian Open University”, 

• “Announcement: 16 Days of Activism against Gender 
Violence: Advancing Human Rights to End Violence against 
Women”. 
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The third, special issue of the “Project Chronicles” electronic newsletter was issued at the end of 

December 2008. It was dedicated to the coverage of activities and events carried out during the 

“16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence” 2008 campaign in Armenia. 
  

The information presented was as follows: 

• What is the “16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence” 
Campaign?,  

• Opening Press Conference of The “16 Days Of Activism against 
Gender Violence” Campaign In Armenia,  

• Mass Media Coverage of the Campaign in Armenia, 2008  

• TV Airings,  

• Public Service Announcements,  

• Newspaper Thematic Insert,  

• Print And Electronic Media Coverage,  
 

• Presentations Held at Regional Administration Centers, 

• Awareness Raising on GBV for Medical Workers,  

• Meetings With Students,  

• Public Hearing of Draft Law on Domestic Violence,  

• Walkathon For A “Violence - Free Future For Women”,  

• Press Conference Held on December 1, World AIDS Day, 

• Lectures On “Gender, Violence and HIV/AIDS” in The Marzes of Armenia, 

• Discussions on Draft Law of The Republic Of Armenia On The Provısıon Of Equal Rights 
And Equal Opportunities For Women And Men Held, 

• December 2: International Day For Abolition of Slavery,  

• Conference On Women Human Rıghts “Human Rights For Women – Human Rights For All”.  
 
 
Taking into account a great interest towards 16 days campaign and 

in appreciation of participation of other organizations, a descriptive 

report on the campaign was published in English and Armenian 

languages and widely disseminated. 
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PPuubblliicc  SSeerrvviiccee  AAnnnnoouunncceemmeenntt  
  
PSA is non-commercial advertisement broadcast on radio or 

television intended to modify public attitudes by raising awareness 

about specific issues. In the context of UNFPA PSAs are used to 

raise awareness on population development (PD) and Reproductive Health (RH) issues.  



Within the framework of the UNFPA CGBV project a 

thematic Public Service Announcement (PSA) on 

Domestic Violence issue was prepared and aired on 

public and regional TV channels. Production and 

airing of the PSA became an important milestone in 

implementing communication strategy of CGBV 

project. Yet, the creative process behind preparation 

of this PSA has also become a new and unusual 

experience for all-male team of media experts from 

“Internews” media support NGO and Altera Ltd. 

involved in the PSA 

production. They had a 

chance to take a look at 

the problem of Domestic Violence from a male perspective which 

resulted in a very realistic and frank script of the PSA scenario. 

Although the team avoided demonstrating any scenes of humiliation 

and violence, they nonetheless managed to present the problem in the 

closest to the reality context by properly choosing key phrases and 

constructing the strategic message of the PSA.  The PSA was aired by 

the  35 channels of Armenian National and regional Television. 

 

In January, the above mentioned PSA was nominated for the best Social Advertisement award 

within the framework of the annual media competition “A Couple of Words about women”  

 

organized by British Council “Wo/Men in Politics” project and the OSCE Office in Yerevan. On 

January 27, 2009 during Na/Ne Award Ceremony of competition this PSA won award for the best 

Social Advertisement.  
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AA  ssppeecciiaall  iissssuuee  ooff  tthhee  ““WWoommeenn  aanndd  PPoolliittiiccss””  NNeewwssppaappeerr  
 
Cooperation with journalists writing on gender related issues have become one of the 

cornerstones for successful Mass Media campaigns carried out within the framework of UNFPA 

CGBV project in Armenia. In 2008 a special thematic issue of “Woman and politics” newspaper 

was published  and distributed as insert inside the most rated national news papers, such as  

“Hayastani Hanrapetutyun” and “Aravot” dailies, as well as was widely disseminated during events 

carried out within the framework of the “16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence” campaign. 

 

 
Don’t call; don’t communicate; don’t 

smile; don’t speck; don’t object…don’t 
live? 

The clip-makers team chose these as key phrases 
used in the PSA to intensify its message. 



The front page of the newspaper featured information on the history of the “16 Days of Activism 

against Gender Violence” campaign, international days observed within its framework and events 

that took place in Armenia.  

 

Inside the newspaper thematic articles were presented to 

describe the issue of DV in Armenia from family, 

legislation, law enforcement, and education perspectives. 

The newspaper highlighted cooperation between American 

and Armenian police targeting capacity building of 

Armenian police officers in investigation and processing of 

cases of Domestic Violence. Also, thematic articles shed 

light on the typical cases of DV in the country shared by 

victims, as well as presented work of legal experts working 

on elaboration of Domestic Violence law in Armenia.  

 

The last page of the newspaper covered topic of trafficking while sharing some statistical data on 

this form of violence against women in the country according to which in most cases Armenia is 

listed as the country of origin, and in few cases as recipient country for the victims of trafficking. 

The newspaper also provided telephone hot lines for all those seeking assistance and suffering 

from DV and trafficking.  
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““WWoommeenn  oonn  tthhee  ffrroonnttlliinnee””  ffiillmm  sseerriieess  
 

Another important contribution to the awareness raising component of 

the project implementation became translation and post scoring of 

“Women on the Front Line” movie series which is a brutally honest 

account of the silent war being waged against women across the world. 

 

This collection of documentaries reflecting on the issues of gender 

inequality, GBV including DV and other gender related issues of 

concern manifested in different parts of the world was prepared by One 

Planer Pictures in association with Dev.TV, Austrian Development 

Cooperation, UNFPA and UNIFEM. “Women on the Frontline” documentary series consists of 7 

parts: 

 
1. Austria: “Showing the red card”: one in five Austrian women are victims of male violence; 7,000 

cases of domestic violence a year are reported to the police, and police suspect more go 
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unreported. With 95% of reported abuse occurring in the home, the Austrian authorities have 

created a legal "Red Card" that gives police the power to eject men from their houses, which then 

become domestic sanctuaries for the women. 

 

2. Colombia: Justice in the Region of Death 

The Mid-Magdalena region of Colombia is known as the ‘region of death’. It’s one of the most 

macho places in Latin America where women are the victims in the drugs-fuelled conflict between 

right wing death squads, the army and left wing guerrillas. According to Amnesty International 

“Their bodies have been turned into a battleground”.  

 

3. Democratic Republic of Congo: Find a Word For It 

For the last ten years the Eastern Provinces of the Democratic Republic of Congo have been at war. 

The women bear the brunt of it. The precise number of victims suffering from rape and related 

diseases, of which traumatic fistula is one, is impossible to know. A UN independent expert says 

that between 2005 and 2007, 14,200 cases were reported in South Kivu province alone. 

 

4. Mauritania: A Question of Rape 

In the Islamic state of Mauritania, punishments are severe for any kind of sexual relationship out of 

marriage: an abuse known as "Zina". Rape is undefined in the country’s law, and for a woman to 

allege she has been raped is to run the risk of imprisonment. About 60% of women who allege rape 

are accused of Zina. It is therefore unsurprising that most choose to remain silent. 

 

5. Morocco: Never Again 

Morocco is coming to terms with the human rights abuses of its recent past.  Through the personal 

testimonies of those who suffered both wrongful imprisonment and torture in the 1970s and 80s, 

“Women on the Frontline” discovers the prominent role women had in resisting repressive rule 

during the "Iron Fist" era.  

 

6. Nepal: A Narrow Escape 

In this film the legal and logistical difficulties of staunching the flow of an estimated 12,000 young 

women who are trafficked across the open Indian border every year is documented. 

 

7. Turkey: Killing in the Name of Honour 

Worldwide, according to the United Nations Poulation Fund, as many as 5,000 women a year are 

murdered in the name of honour. In Turkey there are no recorded figures. But behind closed doors, 

officials admit that the problem is a grave one. Emanating from centuries old traditions, it is proving 

almost impossible to eradicate. 

Translated and post scored film series was demonstrated during the events and training sessions 

carried out within the framework of the project activities, as well as awareness raising campaigns. 



Many emotional and sincere feedbacks were received from audience who viewed them and 

agreed that ongoing demonstration of “Women on the Front Line” movie series also on public and 

regional TV channels is absolutely essential for influencing and shaping opinions on issues of 

violence against women in Armenia and worldwide.  
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TTrraaiinniinngg  aanndd  AAwwaarreenneessss  RRaaiissiinngg  
  
In May 2008 UNFPA CGBV/Armenia announced 

Request for Applications to identify a group of 

organizations that will facilitate the 

implementation of the Training and Awareness 

Raising component of the CGBV project. As a 

result of the process a consortium of 3 NGOs: 

International Center for Human Development 

(ICHD), Association of Women with University  

 

Education (AAWUE) and Scientific Association of Medical Students of Armenia (SAMSA), - was 

selected as a UNFPA CGBV partner. All three organizations have substantial work experience in 

the fields of human and women’s rights, gender and gender based violence issues, reproductive 

health and adult education as well as a positive experience of cooperation with a number of 

international organizations including UN agencies:  
 

1. International Center for Human Development is an independent think tank which has been 

implementing activities aimed at development of democracy, dissemination of liberal values, 

initiation of reforms in the governance system of Armenia and implementation of research and 

analysis to study possibilities of regional integration. Since 2000, one of the major fields of the 

Center's activities has been education and training. The Center has developed a number of 

training modules and manuals on gender issues.   

 

2. Association of Women with University Education (AAWUE) is a non-governmental 

organization the mission of which is to contribute to the development of civil society in Armenia. 

AAWUE has been active in supporting initiatives of human rights protection, ensuring equal 

rights and equitable treatment of men and women, increasing the role of women in society, 

enhancing more active participation of women in political and civic activities, addressing 

gender discrimination and gender stereotypes, promoting civic initiatives and the culture of 

peace. AAWUE also established the Center for Gender Studies which implements educational 

projects and provides human resources supporting the diverse activities of the Association.  

 
NGO representatives taking notes during RFA 

announcement 



3. Within a framework of its mission to promote healthy lifestyle in Armenia and to fight threats to 

health, Scientific Association of Medical Students of Armenia (SAMSA) implements health 

awareness, educational and training projects. SAMSA works closely with local and 

international organizations, including UNFPA, USAID, and the GFATM. SAMSA implemented a 

number of projects targeting public awareness raising on gender equality and discrimination, 

gender-based violence and reproductive health. Most projects targeted school and university 

students.  

 

During the year the following training and awareness raising activities were implemented by 

UNFPA CGBV project in close cooperation with the above mentioned consortium of the local 

organizations: 

 
 
A five day TOT for representatives of partner organizations 
 
Given the fact that GBV, including DV, are 

rather sensitive topics by their nature and 

should be properly and carefully unwrapped 

and presented to the audience, it is of  great 

importance to have a very well informed and 

trained professionals who will work with the 

target groups of population.  

 

With a purpose to create a pool of highly 

qualified trainers a 5-day workshop was 

conducted for the group of educators selected form a consortium of three local NGOs. The 

workshop was organized as ToT and was planned as the first event within the scope of the project 

which among other things envisages trainings on gender issues, GBV including DV, local and 

international instruments to prevent GBV for the target groups of local authorities, NGOs and 

representatives of public state institutions as well as information meetings for youth (school and 

university students), women and men and other target groups of population.  

 

Overall, 12 educators participated in the workshop; 9 of them collectively represented consortium-

member NGOs including AAWUE (Association of Armenian Women with University Education), 

ICHD (International Center for Human Development) and SAMSA (Scientific Association of 

Medical Students of Armenia) while the other 3 were Coordinators appointed by the consortium of 

the mentioned NGOs for the project implementation.   

 - 26 -



 

The workshop was planned based on a 

consequent presentation of the topics gradually 

progressing from the basic definitions towards 

more detailed and specialized topics with their 

peculiarities.  

The workshop was conducted using interactive 

learning methodologies and also included 

presentation of gender-related video materials 

with discussions that followed the presentation. 

An important input of the workshop organizers was screening and discussion of movies and 

documentaries on GBV, domestic violence and trafficking issues.  

 
Aside from building a solid knowledge base on gender issues, GBV including DV and training 

methodologies, the workshop also aimed at providing the participants with the skills which will 

enable them to design a Manual and Trainers Guide. Later this Manual was applied during ToT for 

the target groups of local authorities, NGOs and representatives of public state institutions which 

took place in December 2008. 

 

Training Manual  
 
100 pages Training manual covering the following: 1) basics 

of gender, 2) gender-based violence, 3) international and 

national tools, mechanisms and initiatives against GBV and 

promoting gender equality, as well as 4) ToT techniques and 

methods was developed during the 2008  by the consortium 

of NGOs under the overall guidance and supervision of 

UNFPA CGBV project. The training manual was compiled for 

a 5-day TOT carried out within the framework of the project 

and contained relevant reading materials, training instructions 

and guidelines. The training module and manual is instrumental in designing short-term 

awareness raising campaigns for men and women of different ages, professions and education 

background. It is interactive and comprises of various modern training tools and techniques 

ranging from simulations to movie sessions. 
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TOT for representatives of NGOs, Government and Local Self-Governance 
 
A group of 48 trainers from Yerevan, Gyumri, Vanadzor, Artashat, Vayk, Gavar, Kapan and Goris 

were trained in Gender socialization, equality and discrimination, gender-based violence and 

trafficking, tools for providing gender equality and combating GBV and training methods. The 

training participants breakdown was done in compliance with  the project document (a) 16 

representatives of line ministries, agencies and regional authorities; (b) 16 representatives of LSG 

bodies; (c) 16 representatives of NGOs. Participants were identified by means of  (a) selecting 

best candidates through open advertisement procedure: announcing the call for participation in 

local media and networks including electronic networks, evaluating the applications received and 

conducting interviews; (b) selecting best candidates from the pool of candidates nominated by 

ICHD, AAWUE and SAMSA networks; (c) selecting best candidates from the pool of candidates 

nominated by stakeholder organizations: state and LSG bodies, NGOs, etc. The activity was 

implemented with joint efforts of partner organizations: ICHD, AAWUE and SAMSA. 

 

The 5-day training started on December 10, 2008 in 

Tsaghkadzor. The event started with the presentation of 

the 16-Days campaign, and UNFPA CGBV 

representative shared with the participants achievements 

and documents of Armenia campaign 2008.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

The training was conducted by educators trained within 

the framework of the CGBV project in September. 

During the training the Training Manual was used. All training participants were certified as trainers 

on Gender and GBV  topics and received a copy of the Manual. 
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Awareness raising seminars  for high school students (boys, girls),  
and general population (men, women)  
 
Lack of knowledge and awareness on gender equality and GBV creates serious obstacles in the 

field of human rights, including women’s rights advocacy and is considered as one of the primary 

issues of concern that needs to be addressed within the framework of programmes tackling GBV 

problem.  

 

Therefore, one of the primary directions of the project’s work in Armenia became a series of 

awareness raising events on Gender-Based Violence. 2-day awareness raising meetings were 

conducted by the Armenian Association of Women with University Education (AAWUE) and the 

Scientific Association of Medical Students of Armenia (SAMSA)  within the framework of 

awareness raising component of the UNFPA  “Combating Gender-based Violence in the South 

Caucasus” project. Meetings were targeted separately to educational needs of male and female 

participant groups and heavily relied on the use of “Against Gender-based Violence” training 

manual which was specially adapted for the purpose of this initiative. Thematic handouts covering 

gender, GBV, and other related topics were distributed to participants of the meetings.  

 

12 awareness raising meetings on gender-based violence were planned and conducted by 

AAWUE for the target group of school and university students,  women and men in Shirak, Lori, 

Gegharkunik, Tavush, Ararat, Aragatsotn marzes and Yerevan. Trainers selected from the group 

of ToT participants Ms. Ruzanna Panoyan, Mr. Armen Avetyan, Mr. Arkadi Akopov, Ms. Mariam 

Martirosyan, Ms. Rimma Asratyan, Mr. Albert Khachatryan, Ms. Karine Siradeghyan, Ms. Karine 

Alexanyan, Ms. Astghik Darbinyan, Ms. Irina Manukyan, Ms. Arpine Matinyan, Ms. Anahit 

Hovhannesyan, Mr. Mamikon Galoyan, Ms. Liana Ghazaryan, Ms. Karine Bazeyan, Ms. Gohar 

Hoveyan, and Mr. Artak Hovhannisyan led awareness raising meetings with the support of 

AAWUE experts. Taking into account that the target groups of the meetings included high school 

and university students, AAWUE provided trainers who had necessary experience and skills of 

working with children and youth; male trainers were selected for conducting meetings with men 

groups.  

 

Scientific Association of Medical Students of Armenia 

conducted awareness raising meetings in Vayk (Vayots 

Dzor), Kapan and Goris towns (Syunik marz) and in 

Yerevan. The information meetings involved active 

 - 29 -



 - 30 -

participation of schools children, university students, and representatives of governmental and 

non-governmental structures. The meetings were conducted by professionals trained within the 

framework of “Against Gender-based Violence” project, namely: Ms. Almast Safaryan, Ms. 

Susanna Martirosyan, Ms. Silva Khojabaghyan, Mr. Gourgen Minasian, Ms. Nina Barseghyan, Mr. 

Gevorg Tamamyan, Ms. Anna Vardanyan, and Mr. Vahagn Kozmoyan. SAMSA experts also 

participated in the meetings by providing support to the trainers.  

 

As a result more than 600 people all around Armenia participated in the awareness raising events 

and gained knowledge and skills to combat GBV.  A special issue of the “Project Chronicles” 

electronic newsletter dedicated to the awareness raising and training component was developed 

and widely disseminated. 

 
““1166  DDAAYYSS  OOFF  AACCTTIIVVIISSMM  AAGGAAIINNSSTT  GGEENNDDEERR  VVIIOOLLEENNCCEE””  CCAAMMPPAAIIGGNN  IINN  

AARRMMEENNIIAA  
  
The global movement against gender violence is gathering momentum every year as more and 

more people worldwide join their voices to say “NO” to violence against women by participating in 

a wide range of activities within the framework of “16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence” 

Campaign which starts on November 25 and ends December 10.  

 

The roots of the 16-Days Campaign date back to the 20th century and are based on two historical 

events. The first took place in Dominican Republic on November 25, 1960, when the state cruelly 

executed three Mirabal sisters who were political activists and became symbols of resistance to 

Trujillo’s regime. The second happened in Canada on December 6, 1989, when 14 female 

students were shot by Mark Lepine at the University of Montreal’s Faculty of engineering, the 

assassin who believed that he had not been accepted in the Faculty due to the number of female 

students. These brutal acts triggered the creation of two end-violence global campaigns: 16-Days 

of Activism against Gender Violence and the White Ribbon Campaign – a unique initiative by 

Canadian men.  Later, in 1999, the UN officially recognized November 25 as the International Day 

for the Elimination of Violence Against Women which marks the start of the 16-Days Campaign 

lasting till December 10, International Human Rights Day. Today, the Campaign covers the 

following dates:  

 

 November 25 – International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women; 

 December 1 –   World AIDS Day; 

 December 2 – International Day for Abolition of Slavery; 

 December 6 – Anniversary of Montreal Massacre, and 



 December 10 – International Human Rights Day. 

Since 1991 well over 2000 organizations in more than 156 countries have participated in the 

annual global campaign “16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence” that calls for the 

elimination of all forms of violence against women. In 2000 the 16 Days of Activism against 

Gender Violence was introduced in the Caucasus.  

 

Following the successful activities undertaken within the period of 2000-

2007, UNFPA CGBV initiated 2008 year’s campaign to involve even 

greater number of participants including state structures, mass media,  

 

civil society, international community, and general public and invited all 

interested organizations working in the field of gender, women’s rights, 

GBV and DV issues to join their efforts in 16 Day Campaign aimed at: 

 

 Raising awareness and knowledge of the Armenian population about gender violence in all its 

forms by exposing the unrecognized violations of women’s human rights in Armenia and 

changing attitudes about violence against women; 

 

 Gaining both the commitment and the recognition by government that violence against women, 

whether by public or private perpetrators, is a human rights violation and that signing and 

ratification of international treaties accomplishes little without simultaneous substantive 

changes in national legal frameworks;  

  

 Strengthening the capacity of civil society organizations to effectively advocate for and 

implement violence prevention programs;   

 

 Encouraging the Mass Media to promote national awareness of the issue and ways to end 

gender based violence;  

 

 Facilitating collaboration among women’s, human rights and health organizations as well as 

professionals dealing with violence against women;  and 

 

 Providing the public and civil society with opportunity to join efforts in combating gender based 

violence. 
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Invitation was accepted by more than 50 organizations that informed UNFPA about their 

readiness to participate in the campaign: 

 
 
1. Ajakits NGO  
2. All channels of regional television  
3. All-Armenian Women Union  
4. American Councils for international 

education/ACCELS  
5. American University of Armenia, Turpanjian research 

center  
6. Apaga NGO  
7. Armavir Development Center NGO  
8. Armenian Assembly of America  
9. Armenian National Public Television  
10. Association of Women with University Education 

NGO 
11. British Council  
12. Caritas NGO  
13. Charentsavan Community Center  
14. Democracy Today NGO  
15. Family and the New World NGO  
16. Fund Against Law Arbitrariness  
17. Future is Yours NGO  
18. Hope and Help NGO/ Vanadzor branch  
19. International center of Human development NGO  
20. Internews NGO  
21. IREX office in Armenia  
22. Kapan farmers regional association NGO  
23. League of women voters  
24. Legal Clinique at the Armenian Open University  
25. Local authorities in Siunik, Vayots dzor, Ararat, 

Aragatsotn, Gegharkunik, Tavush and Kotayk 
Marzes  

 

 
26. Meghvik NGO  
27. National Institute of Labour and 

Social Researches, MLSI  
28. NGO Center/Civil Society 

Development Organization  
29. OSCE Yerevan office  
30. Promedia gender NGO  
31. RoA Ministry of Health  
32. RoA Ministry of Labor and Social 

Issues  
33. Russian community of Gavar 

NGO  
34. SAMSA NGO  
35. Shant TV  
36. Siunik Peace Club NGO  
37. Tatev 95 NGO  
38. UMCOR/Armenia  
39. UNAIDS  
40. UNDP  
41. UNDP l  
42. UNFPA  
43. UNHCR  
44. USAID NOVA Project  
45. Vivacell  
46. Women for Development NGO  
47. Women Resource Center  
48. Women’s Rights Center  
49. World vision/ Armenia  
50. Yerevan Center for Gender 

Awareness , and others 
 

 

More than 80 events were planned and implemented during the 16 days campaign in Armenia. 

The calendar of events consisted of conferences, press conferences, public hearings, PSA airings, 

film screenings, meetings and seminars with NGOs, CBOs, students and local government 

representatives, which took place in 

Yerevan and other 10 marzes of Armenia. 

The planned activities focused on different 

aspects of violence against women, 

including domestic violence, trafficking and 

HIV/AIDS twin pandemics. 

 

Calendar of events was distributed among 

participants of the Opening Press 

Conference attended by the most 

prominent Armenian journalists and Mass 

 - 32 -



Media representatives.   

 

On the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women observed 

worldwide on November 25, a press conference was held at UN Conference Hall. The press 

conference featured speakers representing Armenian legislative body (National Assembly), 

Ministry of Labor and Social Issues  

 

of Armenia, MLSI (responsible partner and leading governmental actor in the field of promoting 

gender equality and equity in Armenia), and international community represented by UNFPA 

CGBV, UN coordinating agency for the 16-days campaign of the year.  

 

The speakers stressed the importance of national commitment to combat gender based violence 

(GBV) and to protect women’s rights under international documents signed and ratified by 

Armenia including UN Declaration on Elimination of Violence against Women, UN CEDAW, 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in 

Persons, especially Women and Children, supplementing the UN Convention against transnational 

Organized Crime, and etc. 

 

The press conference concluded with reading the Message of Ban Ki-moon, UN Secretary 

General, on the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, who particularly 

stressed that “All of us – men and women, soldiers and peacekeepers, citizens and leaders – have 

a responsibility to help end violence against women. States must honour their commitments to 

prevent violence, bring perpetrators to justice and provide redress to victims. And each of us must 

speak out in our families, workplaces and communities, so that 

acts of violence against women cease.” 

  
2008 campaign of “16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence” 

relied on the use of audio-visual and printed awareness raising 

materials produced within the framework of CGBV project. These 

are observed as important advocacy and communication tools for 

raising awareness of the population on gender related issues, 

including violence against women. 

 

In order to unify national advocacy efforts within the framework of the campaign, the project 

designed a logo which reflected on the Human Rights focus of year 2008 campaign and prepared 

awareness raising materials which included thematic posters, brochures, and bookmarks. The 
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mentioned materials then were placed in the specially designed folder and were distributed to the 

participants of the events carried out throughout Armenia.  
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The start of the campaign was widely announced through local Mass Media and included 

coverage by public and regional TV channels’ News programmes, airing of Public Service 

Announcements (PSAs), newspaper articles and publication of “Women and Politics” thematic 

newspaper. 

 

TV airings 
 
One of the airings of “Good Morning, Armenia” TV programme on H1 Armenian Public Television 

was dedicated to overview of the “16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence” campaign in 

Armenia, and featured Ms. Jina Sargizova, UNFPA CGBV Project and the 16-Days campaign  

National Coordinator as a guest speaker.  

 

The programme began with introduction of GBV problem and its dimensions, the way it is 

manifested almost in every society. Ms. Sargizova introduced the 16-Days campaign, its concept 

and global movement in support of the campaign which takes place every year starting from 

November 25, International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, and ending on 

December 10, International Human Rights Day, symbolically linking issues of violence against 

women and human rights protection. The insight was then provided into the reasons for placing 

the issue of violence against women on the top of population agenda and as a primary concern in 

the field of gender-based violence. As mentioned by Ms. Sargizova “We are talking about violence 

phenomenon while putting in the spot light violence against women and girls since this is the most 

commonly spread form of gender based violence worldwide. We call it “gender-based violence” 

due to the fact that it is based on deeply rooted 

stereotypes and the way of thinking about social 

norms, ways of conduct and roles assigned to 

women and men. This way of thinking results in 

violence perpetuated against persons who do not 

behave and express themselves corresponding to 

dominating socio-cultural stereotypes. 

Unfortunately, women today are suffering from all 

types of violence, including domestic violence, 

sexual abuse at work places, and trafficking”. 
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Following this, other important international days observed within the framework of the campaign 

were presented, including December 1, World AIDS Day, December 2, International Day for 

Abolition of Slavery, December 6, The anniversary of the 1991 “Montreal Massacre”, and 

December 10, International Human  Rights Day. The important links between HIV/AIDS, trafficking 

and violence against women were highlighted. It was mentioned that more than 50% of HIV-

infected women were subjected to Domestic and Sexual violence, and about half of all HIV/AIDS 

infected in the world are women. Trafficking was cited as another growing global issue of concern 

as more and more people, mostly women and girls, are being kidnapped, or deceived with false 

promises of job, education and other opportunities abroad, and trafficked, for the purpose of 

sexual slavery in the first place. During the meeting information materials produced within the 

framework of the campaign were demonstrated and telephone hot lines were cited for all those 

who need assistance and protection against violence, including gender based violence and 

trafficking. The programme concluded with review of the legal initiatives in the field. A PSA 

dedicated to the topic of Domestic Violence (DV) was demonstrated. As a final note, speakers 

shared a common hope that the state and the entire society would realize the importance of 

protecting and promoting human rights, including women’s rights, at all levels, starting from the 

basic foundation of our society, the family. 

 
PSA Airings 
During the campaign the PSA developed within the framework of the CGBV project was aired by 

Public and National television as well as more then 30channels of regional television:  
city  name  city  name  

Gavar  "Kyavar"  Martuni  "Zangak"  

Aparan  "Nig-Aparan"  Sevan  "STV1"  

Armavir  "ALT TV"  Artashat  "Anna"  

Armavir  "Noy Hayastan" Echmiadzin  "Echmiadzin"  

Charentsavan  "Lusalik"  Nor-Hachin  "Achin TV"  

Abovyan  "Abovyan"  Hrazdan  "Hrazdan TV"  

Vanadzor  "Vaba TV"  Abovyan  "Narek TV"  

Vanadzor  "Mig TV"  Alaverdi  "Ankyun Gumarats 3"  

Spitak  "STV"  Vanadzor  "Lori TV"  

Tashir  "Tashirk"  Stepanavan  "Fortuna TV"  

Goris  "Last"  Kadjaran  "Kaputjikh"  

Sisian  "Syuni TV"  Kapan  "Sosi"  

Ijevan  "Ijevan"  Noyemberyan "Qamut"  



Gyumri  "Shant"  Dilijan  "RTV"  

Gyumri  "Tsayg TV"  Gyumri  "Shirak"  

Gyumri  "Gala"  

 
Events For Youth: Movie Screenings  
Since young people were one of the prioritized target audiences towards whom UNFPA CGBV 

project directed strategic messages of the “16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence” 

campaign, it was essential to design and conduct events for them in a way that would ensure 

atmosphere of trust, openness and readiness to participate in discussions on the topic of violence 

against women.  

Based on the previous positive experience of thematic 

movie screenings with facilitated discussions, the project 

organized movie screenings for young people, 

beneficiaries of UNFPA “Reproductive Health Initiative for 

Youth in the South Caucasus” project, members of 

“ProMedia-Gender” Journalists Support Organization and 

students of Yerevan State University, University after 

Hrachya Ajaryan and students of Journalism department 

of Slavonic University. Movie screenings featured 

demonstration of two movies: “Lilya 4Ever”, a story of a young girl from socially vulnerable family 

who was deceived and trafficked to Sweden, where she committed suicide, not being able to bear 

inhuman treatment; “North Country”, a story of a single mother who fought against discrimination 

at the work place, defended her rights in the court as a worker employed in male-dominated 

mining industry and won the case.  

 

During the discussions that followed, the students shared their opinions and in most cases 

requested further similar events pointing out to the usefulness of audio-visual materials 

demonstration as an effective tool for raising awareness on violence against women and other 

gender related issues.  

 

Presentations Held At Regional Administration Centers   
 

Within the framework of the “16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence” campaign, 

presentations were conducted in the regional (marz) administration centers of Aragatsotn, Ararat, 

Armavir, Gegharkunik, Kotayk, Lori, Shirak, Syunik, Tavush, and Vayots Dzor marzes, for the 

target groups of local authorities, journalists of regional newspapers, and civil society 
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Film screening for youth 



representatives to provide overview of the 16-Days campaign, its origins, as well as to raise 

awareness on gender issues in Armenia, including all forms of violence against women.  

 

These presentations were organized with the support of the Ministry of Labour and Social Issues 

and Women and Children Rights Protection departments of the marz authorities. During these 

presentations awareness raising materials were distributed to audiences who greatly valued the 

importance of education and information events in this field conducted on the regional level. As 

mentioned by one of the participants, “Quite often we are isolated from Yerevan, the capital of the 

country which is also a capital of information and communication. Events like this help to close 

existing information and communication gaps and to keep us informed about existing trends in 

development of social life in our country.”  

 

Awareness Raising On GBV For Medical Workers  
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UNFPA has always considered collaboration and 

cooperation with other organizations as an important 

key to success and achievement of outputs of its 

programmes. Following this course, UNFPA CGBV 

project conducted awareness raising sessions on 

gender based violence and the 16-Days campaign for 

medical workers and community members involved in 

USAID/NOVA projects carried out in communities of 

Armavir and Aragatsotn marzes. During awareness 

raising sessions focus was made on the forms of 

violence against women in Armenia, negative impacts and consequences of violence on women’s 

physical and mental health and, support which should be provided to victims of Domestic 

Violence. Information kits were distributed to participants of awareness raising sessions and made 

available for further distribution within the framework of ongoing USAID/NOVA projects.  

 

Meetings With Students  
 
As a part of its region-wide 16-Days campaign, UNFPA CGBV project also conducted awareness 

raising meetings for students of regional branches of the State Pedagogical University (in Gyumri), 

State Polytechnic University (in Goris), and Yerevan State University (in Gavar). During these 

meetings students had a chance to share their opinions concerning gender based violence issues  

 

in Armenia, reasons behind this phenomenon and changes that are needed to take place in the 

society to eliminate violence against women.  

 
Medical worker distributing information materials 

during awareness raising session, Armavir, 
Armenia 



 
Lectures On “Gender, Violence and HIV/AIDS”  
 
Within the framework of the “16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence” campaign, mini-

lectures on “Gender, Violence ad HIV/AIDS” were conducted in the regional administration centers  

 

of Aragatsotn, Ararat, Armavir, Gegharkunik, Kotayk, Lori, Shirak, Syunik, Tavush, and Vayots 

Dzor marzes, for the target groups of local authorities, journalists of regional newspapers, and civil 

society representatives.  

 

The module of mini lectures was developed in 2006-2007 within the framework of the “Capacity 

Building in HIV/AIDS” project jointly implemented by UN structures in Armenia. The module is 

comprised of the following subtopics:  

  

 HIV/AIDS, Gender and Human Rights;  

 HIV/AIDS, Gender and Violence against Women;  

 HIV/AIDS, Gender and World of Work;  

 HIV/AIDS, Gender and the Prevention of Mother-to-Child Transmission (PMTCT) 

 

All the subtopics consist of the situation analysis, statistics and actions required in the area, and 

could be undertaken on the community level as well. The handouts were prepared in a booklet 

form in order to provide the participants with the opportunity to share those with their counterparts 

locally.  

 

Conference on “HHuummaann  rriigghhttss  ffoorr  wwoommeenn  ––  HHuummaann  rriigghhttss  ffoorr  aallll”” 
 
On December 10, 2008 a Press Conference on the occasion of the International Human Rights 

Day and a Conference on Women Human rights “Human 

rights for women – Human rights for all” were organized to 

mark the round-up of the 16-Days campaign in Armenia.  

 

The event opened with the press conference of Ms. 

Consuelo Vidal, UN Resident Coordinator in Armenia, and 

Mr. Armen Harutyunyan, RA Human Rights Defender 

(Ombudsman).  

 

According to Ms. Vidal, Armenia must be more active in the 

fighting against gender inequality. “Our aim is to end all forms of violence against women, 
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  Speakers from left to right: Ms. Consuelo Vidal, UN RC, 

Mr. Armen Harutyunyan, RA Ombudsman, 
Ms. Jina Sargizova, UNFPA  
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including violence in socio-political field and sexual violence and abuse”, she mentioned during 

the press conference.  

In his turn, RA Ombudsman noted that unfortunately, women that address their complaints to the 

Ombudsman  

 

institute don’t want to further process their cases on the legal grounds. “Our law enforcement 

bodies face the same problem and very few cases of Domestic Violence reach the courts. Thus, 

we have to start a wide scale awareness raising and educational campaign in order for women to 

understand that protection of their rights starts from their own attitudes and stance regarding 

violence. If they don’t want to protect themselves, don’t want to talk about it, then protection of 

their rights becomes a rather complicated issue”, concluded Mr. Harutyunyan. According to him 

women should be more daring and cooperative with structures called to protect their rights.  

 

Lots of questions concerning gender and violence against women issues were raised during the 

press conference by Mass Media representatives and reflected further in the local newspapers 

and TV news programmes. 

 

Following the press conference, a message of UNFPA Executive Director, Ms. Thoraya Ahmed 

Obaid on the occasion of the International Human Rights Day, was presented to the audience. 

Further on, conference continued in the format of plenary sessions. Diversity of opinions during 

plenary sessions was ensured through presentation of the same topic from the perspective of 

different stakeholders, i.e. government, civil society, UN and other donor community. The 

sessions were dedicated to the following topics: “Violations of Women Human Rights - Domestic 

Violence”, “Violations of Women Human Rights – Trafficking”, “Violations of Women Human 

Rights - Political and Civil Rights”, “Violations of Women Human Rights – Economic Rights”. Each 

of the session concluded with Q&A between the guest speakers and other participants of the 

conference.  

 

The final outcome of the Conference which wrapped up the “16 Days of Activism against Gender 

Violence” 2008 campaign in Armenia became a Joint Declaration against Gender Violence. It has 

been elaborated and signed by the participants of the Conference. It confirms the joint will of the 

signatory parties to address the establishment and strengthening of a mutual cooperation between 

the Government of the RoA, civil society, international and foreign organizations aimed at 

combating gender violence and promoting the human rights of women.   

  
 
 



Media coverage 
 
The “16 Days of Activism against Gender Based Violence” campaign was widely presented to the 

population of Armenia through articles published in the central and regional newspapers and 

electronic editorials of news agencies and NGOs. In “HETKQ AYSOR” electronic Newsletter 

published by “Investigative journalists of Armenia” NGO there was an article, “Against gender  

 

based violence”, dedicated to the campaign and information meeting held at Aarhus center of 

Syunik marzpetaran. LRAGIR.AM published two articles one of which, “Women will march against 

violence”, reflected on the women’s anti-violence 

walkathon organized by “Women’s Resource Centre” 

NGO, while the other one, “Police staff members will be 

trained”, told about upcoming trainings for RoA policeman 

in the field of combating trafficking which will be held by 

UMCOR NGO and funded by the US government. 

“WOMEN AND POLITICS” newspaper reflected on the 

problem of violence against women in its “To Break the 

Silence” article. International information agency 

“NOVOSTI ARMENIA” published 3 articles; the first was entitled as “For the first time in Armenia 

funds will be allocated from 2009 State Budget to combat trafficking”; the second, “UN Resident 

Coordinator – Armenia should be more active in combating gender inequality”, and the third “RA 

Ombudsman – Armenian family should return to its native traditions” were dedicated to the 

concluding press conference of the 16-Days campaign with participation of Ms. Consuelo Vidal, 

UN Resident Coordinator and Mr. Armen Harutyunyan, RoA Ombudsman. Online information 

agencies www.newsarmenia.ru and www.panorama.am also published two articles (“For the first 

time in Armenia funds will be allocated from 2009 State Budget to combat trafficking” and “RoA 

government undertook several initiatives to prevent trafficking” respectively) reflecting on the 

problem of trafficking in Armenia. Newspaper “ARAVOT” told about celebration of the 

International Human Rights Day in its “Human rights day in Armenia – With gender spirit” article. 

“Campaign against gender based violence” article from the regional newspaper “ARARAT” was  

dedicated to the campaign and information meetings held at Ararat marz. “A1 PLUS” Information 

agency published an electronic article, “In Armenia women prefer not to talk about violence”, about 

problem of domestic violence in Armenia.   
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CCHHAAPPTTEERR  33  

AASSSSEESSSSMMEENNTT  OOFF  EEXXIISSTTIINNGG  NNAATTIIOONNAALL  
LLEEGGIISSLLAATTIIOONN  FFRROOMM  GGEENNDDEERR--BBAASSEEDD  VVIIOOLLEENNCCEE  

PPEERRSSPPEECCTTIIVVEE  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OOuuttppuutt    
  

Improved enabling environment 
(plan, programs, policies and 
laws) to promote and protect 
rights of women and girls and 
combat gender based violence 
particularly domestic violence. 

 

AAccttiivviittyy  eennvviissiioonneedd  ffoorr  22000088  
  

Assessment of existing 
national legislation from 
Gender-Based Violence 

perspective 
 

IInnddiiccaattoorr  aass  ppeerr  pprroojjeecctt  ddooccuummeenntt  
  

Indicator 3.1: # of documents reviewed  

RReessuullttss  
 

→ UN CEDAW and the Optional Protocol Thereto, UN Security 
Council Resolution 1325, ILO Conventions on Equal 
Remuneration and Child Labor, European Convention on the 
Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, 
Council of Europe’s Recommendations on protection of 
women against violence in member states, etc. are 
scrutinized to clarify the provisions requiring relevant 
response in domestic legislation of Armenia 

 
→ The RA Constitution, Criminal Code, Civil Code, Criminal 

Procedure Code, Civil Procedure Code, Family Code, Labor 
Code and labor legislation, social protection legislation, 
health care and reproductive health legislation, child 
protection legislation are reviewed to reveal gaps and come 
up with recommendations 

 
→ A set of recommendations is prepared 
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As a member-state of the United Nations with which Armenia has ratified a number of important 

international documents targeting promotion and protection of women’s rights4, is bound by the 

provisions of these instruments, and has therefore committed to comply with the terms spelled out 

in these treaties, in particular those that guarantee the protection of women’s rights and GBV 

prevention. In Armenia, however, the notion of GBV is barely known or acknowledged. There are 

gaps in the national legislation from the GBV perspective since there are no separate laws on 

gender equality, GB violence, including domestic violence (DV), and DV cases are addressed 

mainly under the Articles of the Criminal Code. 

 

In view of the above mentioned, the UNFPA CGBV project in Armenia in 2008 initiated an 

assessment of the national legislation from the GBV perspective. The purpose of the legal analysis 

is to assess whether, how and to what extent the national laws of Armenia comply with 

international legislation, legal norms and standards pertaining to gender-based violence prevention 

and to produce a package of recommendations concerning necessary amendments and changes 

in the national laws. 

 

The assessment was implemented by a group of legal experts with profound experience in gender 

issues, drafting legislative provisions regarding the social protection of women and children, as 

well as formulating recommendations/amendments to legal norms for bringing them in compliance 

with the international standards. The following experts were invited to cooperate: Ms. Anna 
Aghababyan as a team leader/coordinator; Ms. Geghetsik Grigoryan, Ms. Siranush 
Iskandaryan, Mr. Ashot Yesayan as national experts, and Ms. Mirjana Dokmanovic as an 

international expert in the field. 

 

Implementation of the research was built on the following methodology. First, the expert group 

decided to proceed from the definition of violence as stated in the UN Declaration on the 

Elimination of Violence against Women, which reads: “Any act of gender-based violence that 

results in, or is likely to result in physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, 

including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in 

public or in private life”. However, to address the notion of gender-based violence more accurately, 

it was decided to look into any harm likely to be caused in the area of economic relations, as well 

as not to confine the assessment solely to violence against women, and, conversely, to apply a 

balanced approach during the analysis.  

 
4 Among these: UN CEDAW Convention and its Optional Protocol, ILO “Equal Remuneration Convention and 
Discrimination”, European Convention on the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, United 
Nations Security Council Resolution 1325. 
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The expert group identified the following reasons of gender-based violence: 

• Existing gender norms, values and stereotypes  

• Material inequality – insufficient income for living and poor social conditions; 

• Limited opportunities to make a decent living – limited opportunities for education and well-

paid employment, limited access to health care, restricted availability of loans, hence – 

inaccessibility of private entrepreneurship, poor state protection ranging from judicial 

system to local governance. 

 

Therefore, the following legal acts were scrutinized to reveal gaps and come up with 

recommendations: the RA Constitution, Criminal Code, Civil Code, Criminal Procedure Code, Civil 

Procedure Code, Family Code, Labour Code and labour legislation, social protection legislation, 

health care and reproductive health legislation, child protection legislation.   

 

Next, the major international documents related to eliminating gender-based violence (UN 

CEDAW and the Optional Protocol Thereto, UN Security Council Resolution 1325, ILO 

Conventions on Equal Remuneration and Child Labour, European Convention on the Protection of 

Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, Council of Europe’s Recommendations on protection 

of women against violence in member states etc.) were scrutinized to clarify the provisions 

requiring relevant response in the Armenian legislation. Also, international best practices on 

addressing gender-based violence in legislation were studied; special attention was paid to the 

experience of the Eastern European and CIS countries.  

 

To conclude the first stage, the expert group finalized the format and the structure of the final 

report, which includes the following sections: i) Analysis of the RA Legislation Pertaining to 

Gender-Based Violence, ii) Analysis of International Legislation on Gender-Based Violence  and 

Violence Against Women, iii) Set of Recommendations.  During the second stage of the activity, 

the UNFPA CGBV staff and the group of experts analyzed legislation from the gender perspective 

and drafted legislative amendments; proceeded to assessing the compliance of the named acts 

with the international documents and standards. After the first draft of the assessment was 

finalized, a well-acknowledged international expert with profound professional experience in 

gender analysis, designing gender-equality strategies and analyzing legislation from gender 

perspective was enrolled for providing input to the assessment: reviewing the assessment as well  

 

as coming up with policy-level recommendations on prevention of gender-based, particularly, 

domestic violence and proper protection of victims of the latter.  



During the process of legislation analysis every opportunity was used to discuss the findings and 

results of the analysis with stakeholders. Thus, during the special event dedicated to the  

 

International Women’s Day the representative of the national expert group Mr. Ashot Yesayan 

made a detailed presentation on progress in the work of the group of legal experts conducting 

review and assessment of Armenian legislation from GBV perspective.  

 

With the purpose to review the recommendations 

presented in the assessment from a practitioner's 

viewpoint, and to discuss possible strategies for 

implementation of the recommendations, a series of 

focus group meetings with participation of 

representatives of the RoA Government, RoA National 

Assembly, civil society organizations, as well as 

international community working on preventing 

gender-based violence in Armenia was organized.  

 

A final package of recommendations concerning the necessary amendments and changes to the 

national laws will be submitted to the RoA Government and National assembly in 2009 and 

UNFPA will advocate for appropriate changes to be incorporated in the national legislation.  
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CCHHAAPPTTEERR  44  
CCAAPPAACCIITTYY  DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT    

AATT    
NNAATTIIOONNAALL  AANNDD  LLOOCCAALL  LLEEVVEELLSS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OOuuttppuutt    
  
  

Capacity strengthened at both 
national and local levels for 
protecting and enforcing the 
rights of women and building 

reporting mechanisms 

AAccttiivviittyy  eennvviissiioonneedd  ffoorr  22000088  
  
  

→ Needs assessment 
seminar with the 
representatives of the 
National Machinery 

→ Training of 
professional staff in 
national machinery 

IInnddiiccaattoorrss  aass  ppeerr  pprroojjeecctt  ddooccuummeenntt  
 

Indicator 4.1: # of Focal Points trained in ministries and local 
authorities 

RReessuullttss  
 

→ 20 representatives of National machinery on gender equality 
participated in a meeting seminar on needs assessment   

 
→ More than160 representatives of governmental structures, 

ministries, departments and LSG bodies trained on gender, 
GBV, reporting mechanisms and decision-making 
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NNEEEEDDSS  AASSSSEESSSSEEMMNNTT  SSEEMMIINNAARR  WWIITTHH  TTHHEE  RREEPPRREESSEENNTTAATTIIVVEESS  OOFF    
NNAATTIIOONNAALL  MMAACCHHIINNEERRYY  OONN  GGEENNDDEERR  EEQQUUAALLIITTYY  

 

Creation of solid knowledge base and further 

capacity building on the basis of already obtained 

skills and information are important and necessary 

preconditions to ensure overall effectiveness of 

work of national machinery on gender equality. This 

can be achieved through conducting specialized 

training programmes for the target groups of social 

service agents (SSAs), policy-makers, including 

MPs and ministerial gender focal points, law 

enforcement representatives and NGO leaders.  

The mentioned trainings need to start from the basic level covering definitions of gender and 

gender based violence and further be narrowed down to more specific topics which should be 

geared to the participants needs and field of specialization.   

 

As part of efforts directed towards strengthening of the national capacity for women’s rights 

protection and enforcement, as well as for building reporting and negotiation capacities, a series of 

trainings targeted to awareness raising on GBV and capacity development of the national 

machinery on gender equality was planned within the framework of UNFPA CGBV funded project.  

 

With a purpose to identify format of the training and training needs of the future participants, a 

needs assessment seminar for 20 representatives of the national gender machinery was planned 

and conducted by International Center for Human Development (ICHD).  

 

During the discussion a special attention was given to the importance of ensuring continuation of 

trainings of civil servants on the topics of gender equality and combating gender based violence. 

Gender stereotypes still persist among civil servants who consider gender equality as “imported 

value”, and gender based violence phenomena as artificially exaggerated in Armenian society and 

many times resist against efforts to address GBV as threats to fundamental values of family and 

nation as a whole. 

 

During the seminar participants shared their opinions concerning topics of the upcoming trainings 

and discussed, in particular, the following: 

 



 

- present knowledge and skills of the 

representatives  of the national machinery 

on gender equality regarding issues of 

gender equality and combating gender- 

based violence; 

 

- capacity development and training needs 

of the structures responsible for the 

successful implementation of the 2004-

2010 Republic of Armenia National Action Plan on Improving the Status of Women and 

Enhancing Their Role in Society and other international documents signed and ratified by 

the RoA. 
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TTRRAAIINNIINNGG  FFOORR  TTHHEE  RREEPPRREESSEENNTTAATTIIVVEESS  OOFF  TTHHEE  NNAATTIIOONNAALL  

MMAACCHHIINNEERRYY  OONN  GGEENNDDEERR  EEQQUUAALLIITTYY  
 

With a purpose of strengthening the national capacity for women’s rights protection and 

enforcement, as well as for building reporting and negotiation skills, a series of capacity 

development trainings for the target groups of representatives of national machinery on gender 

equality was conducted within the framework of UNFPA CGBV project by the ICHD in cooperation 

with the Armenian Association of Women with University Education and the Scientific Association 

of Medical Students of Armenia.  

More than 160 representatives of a broad range of 75 

national institutions participated in trainings 

conducted by ICHD. The training was delivered to a 

large number of institutions and their officials first time 

ever in Armenia. The training covered all branches of 

the government ranging from the office of the President 

of Armenia to the Agency of Civic Aviation, from the 

National Security Service to local municipalities. 

Representatives of all line ministries and government 

agencies, the National Assembly, the office of the President of Armenia, the office of the Prime 

Minister, the Judiciary, offices of the regional governors, the Police, the Prosecutor General’s 

office, many local municipalities, etc. participated in eight three-day training courses. The training  
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was conducted by the team of experts completed a special training course within the framework of 

CGBV project in Armenia.  

 

A 3-day training module was developed to enhance knowledge and skills of the representatives of 

national machinery on combating GBV in Armenia. The training module that was prepared by the 

team of national experts covers gender issues, GBV, international and national instruments for 

promoting gender equality and combating GBV and comprises a special section aiming at policy 

making and reporting skills of the trainees. 

 

The training module will be further incorporated into the mandatory training program for civil 

servants by the government ensuring that all civil servants get the knowledge on gender and GBV 

issues and policies. Although the training module has been prepared by consortium partners and 

trainers have been trained, the effective implementation of the training for civil servants required 

developed institutional capacities of implementing partners as well as continuous support of the 

governmental structures. 

 

The mutually complementing capacities of the consortium partners were the primary key to 

success in this practice. Thus, ICHD, the strongest think tank in Armenia, provided the overall 

coordination of the efforts, involved the government institutions, led the preparation of the module 

and provided its unique expertise in the area of policy making. The AAWUE’s decade-long 

experience in the area of gender and capacity in delivering gender training was another asset to 

the effort. Though it was not an easy task to mobilize such a variety of national and local 

institutions in GBV training, the consistency of actions of consortium members and their working 

relations with other structures helped to overcome many challenges.  
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CCHHAAPPTTEERR  55  
AADDVVAANNCCEEMMEENNTT  OOFF    

CCOOOORRDDIINNAATTIIOONN  &&  CCOOLLLLAABBOORRAATTIIOONN  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OOuuttppuutt    
  

Established mechanisms for 
coordination, monitoring and 

cooperation between all actors 
working on gender issues and 

creating inter-country networks 
among agencies working on 

GBV 
 

AAccttiivviittyy  eennvviissiioonneedd  ffoorr  22000088  
  

Support in-country and 
inter-country networks 
of agencies working on 

GBV to share best 
practices, lessons 

learned and 
experiences 

IInnddiiccaattoorrss  aass  ppeerr  pprroojjeecctt  ddooccuummeenntt  
  

Indicator 5.1 # of trained personnel in Gov. structures and NGOs  

Indicator 5.2 # of entries in database on stakeholders  

RReessuullttss  
 

→ A database on more than 30 organizations working in the field 
is in place 

→ A matrix of donor/ partner/ counterpart organizations compiled 
→ 160 reps of national machinery and NGOs  trained on 

cooperation and networking issues  



Coordination and cooperation on GBV combating activities is a weak point and a matter of 

concern for NGOs as well as national and public institutions, therefore the promotion of in-country 

and inter-country collaboration, networking, knowledge sharing and understanding became one of 

the cornerstones within the process of CGBV project implementation. 

 
The Combating Gender-Based Violence in the South Caucasus Project has been built on 

extensive collaboration at the national, regional and international levels. During the first year of its 

implementation the CGBV/Armenia project successfully collaborated with national state partners, 

such as the Republic of Armenia Ministry of Labour and Social Issues (the Government focal point 

for gender issues) and the Armenian National Statistical Service. 

 

The partnerships at the national level helped to 

strengthen national ownership and capacity 

building insuring successful implementation of the 

activities. For example, the Ministry of Labour and 

Social Issues and Departments on Children’s and 

Women’s Rights in the regions (10 marzes) 

provided organizational support during the “16 

Days Campaign” implementation. High-ranked 

government officials and members of the National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia supported 

and participated in a number of press conferences and events organized during the first year of 

the project implementation. 

 

Several NGOs are working within the area of GBV in the country. Most of them are working on 

anti-trafficking activities; others are working on DV, sex work issues, gender legislation, social 

services for victims, and rehabilitation for offenders. But their efforts are often not coordinated and 

short-lived. Efforts are sometimes duplicated and resources wasted. The dialogue between the 

relevant actors dealing with the issue is sporadic, despite a number of initiatives to promote 

greater coordination. In order to fill the gap, the CGBV/Armenia team initiated the creation of a 

Database on interested NGOs and other stakeholders to ensure their involvement in the project 

implementation and related processes. A special registration/assessment form was developed and 

disseminated among the interested organizations. As of January 2009, a database on more than 

30 organizations working in the field was created. Another activity successfully implemented in 

2008 was compilation of a Matrix on donor/partner/counterpart organizations. Collaboration with 

the civil society organizations was crucial in reaching target groups for trainings and public 

campaigns. NGOs played an important role in developing training programs for the selected target  
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groups of representatives of educational institution and national machinery, as well as victims of 

violence. More than 50 organizations participated in “16 Days Campaign”, initiated by the UNFPA 

CGBV Project Team. 

 

The project greatly values collaboration with academia and educational institutions since they can 

contribute to advocacy processes by sharing expertise and knowledge with students and lecturers 

and other groups of population.  

  

One of the examples of this can be the collaboration with the project “Legal Clinic” implemented by 

Armenian Open University. The Legal Clinic of Armenian Open University was established in 

September 2008 with the support of ABA CEELI and UNHCR.  

 

Within the framework of collaboration, in October 

2008 the UNFPA CGBV project delivered a lecture 

for students and the staff of the Legal Clinic of 

Armenian Open University.  

 

The following topics were presented and discussed 

with the participants: Concept of Gender, Gender 

equity and equality; International and national 

instruments for gender equality; Types and 

peculiarities of Violence against women; Results of recently conducted Surveys on Domestic 

Violence; Legal field on domestic violence, as well as goals and objectives of the UNFPA/CGBV 

project.  

 

CGBV Project also joined efforts with other UN agencies. “16 Days of Activism against Gender-

Based Violence” Campaign was a good practice to show the impact of synergies of UN agencies 

at the country level. During the Campaign the Project team worked in close collaboration with 

UNFPA, UNDP, UNAIDS and UNHCR country offices as well as national partners. In Armenia 

UNFPA acts as a Managing Agent and is focused on joint advocacy and improved coordination 

between the state and non-state actors in the area of gender equality.  

 

Another good example of synergetic cooperation between four countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, 

Georgia and Turkey) was the process of the project implementation itself.  Moreover, the UNFPA 

Area Office in Turkey has ensured that the project benefits from the experience of EC funded 

“Combating Domestic Violence against Women Project” which has been recently completed in  
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Turkey. The UNFPA Area Office also facilitated a South-South initiative by recruiting academicians 

experienced in household and qualitative surveys as regional consultants for the design, analysis 

and comparative report writing of GBV quantitative and qualitative surveys which take place in 

three countries. 

 

In order to strengthen the coordination and cooperation at the country level and involve policy 

makers to maximize political and social impact of the project in 2009, the CGBV is planning to 

establish a “National coordination, monitoring and advisory committee”, which will comprise 

representatives of the national machinery, well-known and active NGOs, CBOs and mass media 

representatives identified and trained during the first year of the project implementation. 
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IINNVVIITTAATTIIOONN  TTOO  CCOOOOPPEERRAATTIIOONN 
 

Creating enabling environment for reduction of gender based 
violence is one of the critical preconditions for building democratic 
and socio-economically sustainable society in Armenia. Throughout 

years of work, UNFPA has been one of the organizations 
implementing various activities and projects that advocate for 

women, improve women's health and expand their choices in life. 
 

“Combating Gender Based Violence in the South Caucasus” (CGBV) 
project became the first ever regional wide-scale initiative supported 

by UNFPA and Government of Norway  in  order to help Armenia 
Azerbaijan and Georgia to effectively combat gender based 

violence. 
 

However, expanding base for support to the project activities and 
promoting national ownership of the project results is crucial to 

ensure continuance of the future initiatives in the field of combating 
GBV. Sustainability and continuity of the activities in this field is a 

key to elimination of GBV phenomenon. It is obvious that 
overcoming this problem will require years of dedicated work. Thus, 

resource and community mobilization are crucial for the 
sustainability of all efforts and activities targeting GBV reduction in 

Armenia. 
 

We invite potential donors and actors to join together efforts and 
resources for a better effectiveness and higher impact of activities 
through increasing cooperation and developing synergies in this 

field. 
 

Together, we can make GBV an issue of Armenia’s past and 
contribute to building happier families and healthier society through 

jointly implemented activities and events. 
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	2008 campaign of “16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence” relied on the use of audio-visual and printed awareness raising materials produced within the framework of CGBV project. These are observed as important advocacy and communication tools for raising awareness of the population on gender related issues, including violence against women. 
	 
	In order to unify national advocacy efforts within the framework of the campaign, the project designed a logo which reflected on the Human Rights focus of year 2008 campaign and prepared awareness raising materials which included thematic posters, brochures, and bookmarks. The mentioned materials then were placed in the specially designed folder and were distributed to the participants of the events carried out throughout Armenia.  
	 
	On December 10, 2008 a Press Conference on the occasion of the International Human Rights Day and a Conference on Women Human rights “Human rights for women – Human rights for all” were organized to mark the round-up of the 16-Days campaign in Armenia.  
	 
	The event opened with the press conference of Ms. Consuelo Vidal, UN Resident Coordinator in Armenia, and Mr. Armen Harutyunyan, RA Human Rights Defender (Ombudsman).  
	 
	According to Ms. Vidal, Armenia must be more active in the fighting against gender inequality. “Our aim is to end all forms of violence against women, including violence in socio-political field and sexual violence and abuse”, she mentioned during the press conference.  
	In his turn, RA Ombudsman noted that unfortunately, women that address their complaints to the Ombudsman  
	 
	institute don’t want to further process their cases on the legal grounds. “Our law enforcement bodies face the same problem and very few cases of Domestic Violence reach the courts. Thus, we have to start a wide scale awareness raising and educational campaign in order for women to understand that protection of their rights starts from their own attitudes and stance regarding violence. If they don’t want to protect themselves, don’t want to talk about it, then protection of their rights becomes a rather complicated issue”, concluded Mr. Harutyunyan. According to him women should be more daring and cooperative with structures called to protect their rights.  
	 
	Lots of questions concerning gender and violence against women issues were raised during the press conference by Mass Media representatives and reflected further in the local newspapers and TV news programmes. 
	 
	Following the press conference, a message of UNFPA Executive Director, Ms. Thoraya Ahmed Obaid on the occasion of the International Human Rights Day, was presented to the audience. Further on, conference continued in the format of plenary sessions. Diversity of opinions during plenary sessions was ensured through presentation of the same topic from the perspective of different stakeholders, i.e. government, civil society, UN and other donor community. The sessions were dedicated to the following topics: “Violations of Women Human Rights - Domestic Violence”, “Violations of Women Human Rights – Trafficking”, “Violations of Women Human Rights - Political and Civil Rights”, “Violations of Women Human Rights – Economic Rights”. Each of the session concluded with Q&A between the guest speakers and other participants of the conference.  
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